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(iii) Our third example shall be from an American source.
"A boy of fourteen, in a one-room school in Virginia . . . had
taken seven years to reach the fourth grade.1  He was learning
nothing, the teacher insisted, and was too inert to follow his
father into the cornfield.  But the corn-club idea aroused him.
He was given a quarter-acre on his father's farm, and told that
according to the rules of the club-contest he must do all the
work—he must measure, compute, keep books, select and buy
his own seed and fertilizer, make frequent reports to the super-
intendent and to the state and national departments of agri-
culture.  The boy came to see the relation of the school and
social need, that arithmetic has social utility and was closely
related to his purposes. To get information it was necessary to
read; to be understood, to compose and write accurately. As
a result of that contest he later graduated from an agricultural
high school and finally went to the State College. That corn-
club supplied a project involving half the course of study, and
a motive that carried Him into scientific fanning."2
There is no new thing under the sun, and to this saying the
thing variously called by recent writers a project, a centre of
interest, or a unit of work, is no exception. We recall the
story of the boy who was a complete failure at chemistry, until
he wanted to fill a balloon with gas—an experiment which gave
a meaning to chemistry, and supplied a motive to further study
which could never have been obtained from an examination
text-book. The familiar instance of producing a play, including
the making of the scenery and the costumes, perhaps the study
of the social life of a bygone time, insistence upon clearness of
utterance, and the subtler process of literary appreciation, is a
"project9* in which many a school "subject" is implicitly
involved, but with the difference that a dominating purpose
adds gusto to the whole procedure. Again, a story is told of a
1 Which a child normally reaches at the age of nine,
1 From Twenty-five Years of American Education* ed. by L L. Kan del,
p. 170.

